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May 27, 2026 
Add your name and affiliation/community to the table. Add more lines as needed. 

Your name Your affiliation / community Any ocean ecological forecasting 
news or updates people are 
willing to share? 

Jody Peters Ecological Forecasting 
Initiative/U of Notre Dame 

EFI’s European Chapter has an 
upcoming seminar on June 10 about 
modelling seabird populations 
dynamics. 
The recording will be available 
within a week of the call at: 
https://euro-ecoforecast.wordpress.c
om/seminar-series/ 

Nima Farchadi SDSU / WHOI Skillful high-resolution seasonal 
forecasts of the California Current 
System using model-analogs 

Eric Ward NOAA NWFSC / UW  

Rob Schick Southall Environmental 
Associates 

 

Hunter Milles SDSU The Scenario Model 
Intercomparison Project for CMIP7 
(ScenarioMIP-CMIP7) 

Marie Colton Hydros, LLC Not at this time.. Thank you. 

Christian John UCSB -> MTU and MCR 
LTER 

nope 

Kai Frazer University of New Hampshire  

Caroline Owens NOAA NCCOS  

Jennifer Paige UC Davis  

Kyle Oliveira Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean 
Sciences 

 

Matt Robertson Marine Institute of Memorial 
University of Newfoundland 

 

Jessica Bolin UC Davis  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lx8YqnHxQ4vr3Nf49BIfAuFkGC0Crn3h/edit
https://euro-ecoforecast.wordpress.com/seminar-series/
https://euro-ecoforecast.wordpress.com/seminar-series/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0079661126000571
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0079661126000571
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0079661126000571
https://gmd.copernicus.org/articles/19/2627/2026/
https://gmd.copernicus.org/articles/19/2627/2026/
https://gmd.copernicus.org/articles/19/2627/2026/
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Elva Escobar UNAM ICML Not currently 

 

May 28 Agenda: 
 

1.​ Summer call schedule: 2pm US ET on Thursdays, June 18, July 16, and August 20. 
We’ll schedule a new set of calls for September to December 

2.​ Follow up on ideas for potential projects or activities this group could pursue related to 
the strong El Niño that is developing  

a.​ Lots of interest after the last monthly call.  
b.​ A subgroup met last week and will again next week - anyone is welcome to join 
c.​ Homework for the group: read about El Niño and climate extremes - what hole 

can the group fill? 
d.​ Wonder if there could be a connection with CalCOFI (California Cooperative 

Oceanic Fisheries Investigations) 
3.​ Breakouts: Project groups 1 year plan of action activity. The goal is to help the groups 

create a path towards the activities being brainstorming 
a.​ Regional ocean forecasts and downscaling 

i.​ Regional Downscaling NOTES 
ii.​ Overarching goal - develop framework to test regional downscaling for 

ecological forecasts.  
iii.​ How do global/regional models connect?  (Owens) 
iv.​ Continued to discuss specifics for the project 
v.​ Want to see how much downscaling helps with forecasting compared to 

using a global model.  
vi.​ Want to compare across regions/species - need something to compare 

across regions. What would be the commonality across regions - e.g., 
eDNA, simulation approach, use already developed models - easy but 
doesn’t get into different taxa, look at different phenomena across regions 
- El Nino or hurricanes 

b.​ Addressing non-stationarity in environmental drivers 
i.​ Addressing Non-stationarity NOTES 
ii.​ 3 objectives 

1.​ Methodological advancements - can we do better than RW / AR 
models?  

2.​ Case studies / comparison across regions (length since regime 
change, magnitude of change, possibly MHW focused) 

3.​ Best practice recommendations 
a.​ Methods and downstream choices (dynamic reference 

points) 
b.​ Wonder if this would come out further down the road after 

the other 2 objectives 
iii.​ Fisheries focus - 2 ideas 

1.​ Methods simulation focus paper asking questions about what 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lx8YqnHxQ4vr3Nf49BIfAuFkGC0Crn3h/edit
https://calcofi.org/conference/conference-2026/
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methods are robust to the events we are seeing 
2.​ Applied case study of species from the US west coast or east coast 
3.​ Have concrete ideas - next step is how to actually do it. Put out 

feelers to see who is interested in taking it on 
4.​ Would be good to open up for a group discussion to talk about 

methods 
c.​ Role of AI in forecasting species distributions and communities 

i.​ AI in Ecological Forecasting Notes 
ii.​ Hackathon to focus on machine learning type models - brainstormed 

potential data sources and discussed why people would want to join a 
hackathon and the potential types of participants, e.g., people learning 
new skills vs those experienced with ML models 

iii.​ White paper/blog about large language models is another activity that 
appeals to the group 

1.​ Perhaps an update of something like this AI review paper for 
ecologists - Pichler et al. 2023 

2.​ Or something like was done in mathematics and using LLMs to 
answer big questions in math, but in the forecasting context 

a.​ Math example:  Nature Daily Briefing Blog had piece about 
use of AI in mathematics - benefits (see Klwoden and Tao 
arxiv paper: https://arxiv.org/abs/2603.26524) & Nature 
blog post about this  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lx8YqnHxQ4vr3Nf49BIfAuFkGC0Crn3h/edit
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/2041-210X.14061
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/2041-210X.14061
https://arxiv.org/abs/2603.26524
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-01246-9
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