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August 20, 2026 
Add your name and affiliation/community to the table. Add more lines as needed. 

Your name Your affiliation / community EFI Conference Reflections. Or 
any fun summer activities people 
want to share?  

Nima Farchadi SDSU / WHOI Great conference! Lots of awesome 
research in Canada and globally.  
 
Went to a Noah Kahan concert 
recently :) 

Jennifer Paige UC Davis Would love to hear how the 
conference went–had to miss for a 
wedding; I also love the logo! 

Jody Peters University of Notre Dame, EFI Traveled around Ontario and had a 
great time visiting Lakes Ontario, 
Huron, and Erie! 

Hunter Milles SDSU EFI was great! Always super 
interesting to hear about work 
outside my wheelhouse ecosystem 

Caroline Owens NOAA NCCOS Bummed to miss the conference but 
also got to visit family and hike/run 
in Boulder this summer! 

Andrew Allyn Gulf of Maine Research 
Institute 

Was sorry to miss it! 

Mike Jacox NOAA SWFSC Joining for the first time, looking 
forward to hearing more. This 
summer: trail running in Boulder, 
backpacking in the Sierra 

Brenna Bales Recent MSc grad — Memorial 
Unv. of Newfoundland 

Dogsitting! Excited to join this group 
and learn a lot more :)  

Kaila Frazer University of New Hampshire So fun to meet people outside the 
zoom box! Accidentally joined a 100 
person run club at a Toronto track 
WOW 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lx8YqnHxQ4vr3Nf49BIfAuFkGC0Crn3h/edit
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August 20 Agenda: 
1.​ Poll to schedule working group calls for September to December: 

https://www.meetingbrew.com/0nvbua 
a.​ Share your general weekly availability and make sure that your time zone is 

selected 
 

2.​ Recap and reflections from the EFI2026 Conference held in Toronto, August 4-7 
a.​ First EFI conference with an Ocean-focused oral session! 
b.​ Ocean working group session at the conference had ~8 participants 
c.​ Checked in with the participants about their interests, successes, and challenges 
d.​ 3 core reflections from that working group 

i.​ (1) Making data easier to find and access. There is fragmentation across 
users and disciplines. People are unaware of what data are available, 
how to access them, and technical barriers 

1.​ Would like a catalog or discoverability hub. Trainings for basic 
data access and advanced computational tools 

ii.​ (2) Building stronger connections across disciplines 
1.​ Communication between physical oceanographers and ecologists 
2.​ Interdisciplinary interaction - could be a panel or workshop to have 

interdisciplinary presenters that people could ask questions to 
3.​ Resources on why you would use a certain data source vs others 
4.​ Making stronger connections with terrestrial forecasters in EFI 

iii.​ (3) Bridging forecasts and decisions. How to translate forecast to 
adaptation and building trust 

e.​ Would need leaders to follow up on these ideas if they are to go forward 
f.​ Discussion on the call: before AI people would spend tons of time trying to get 

the data they think they need or are using. MOM6 has cookbook. Quantitative 
ecology space will interact with it in a different way - using python to get an 
anomaly over a huge space vs extract info at the point location 

i.​ Would be nice to have a sandbox of data/tools that people can play 
around. Help people with the on ramp so they can use their expertise 
rather than struggling through the data processing 

ii.​ CEFI tried this in the data portal. The execution wasn’t great. It isn’t trivial. 
How to get past having tons of list that are tough to navigate 

iii.​ Cookbooks are really useful, but it is hard to do things that are that nitty 
gritty at that scale. 

iv.​ Perhaps an AI-assisted info hub that can help people determine what 
resources they could use? 

v.​ Could set up virtual seminars similar to the Stats Seminar that EFI 
co-hosts with the ESA Statistical Ecology section but on accessing data 
sources that this group is interested in. If there is an organization, similar 
to the ESA Stats section that we can co-host with, that could be useful 

vi.​ Could think about an interdisciplinary panel for the EFI2027 conference - 
perhaps these interdisciplinary connections can lead to grant submissions 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lx8YqnHxQ4vr3Nf49BIfAuFkGC0Crn3h/edit
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vii.​ Having a  practical diagnostic for people to know if they need the fine 
scale downscaled data for their research project - helping people have 
inference about the use of the products for their project 

viii.​ Who is interested in talking/brainstorming (NIMA fill in) 
ix.​  

 
 

3.​ Strategies and next steps for Project Ideas - The group on today’s call focused on the 
regional downscaling 

a.​ El Niño discussions 
i.​ NASA Rapid funding is not available at this time.  
ii.​ NSF Rapid may work, but requires more steps to submit compared to 

NASA 
iii.​ NASA Biosphere opportunity - not sure how well the call aligns with the 

ideas, so this would be lower down the list 
b.​ Regional Downscaling Regional Downscaling NOTES 

i.​ Seasonal forecasts/climate projections are produced at coarse scale and 
capture large scale patterns, but can’t resolve the regional/coastal 
process - mesoscale eddies, coastal meanders impacts. Regional 
downscaling provides more detailed forecasts at finer spatial scales that 
could be better suited for regional ecosystem research/management 
planning 

ii.​ Goal - where and when does regional downscaling provide more info and 
is more useful compared to the coarse scale forecasts 

iii.​ Discussion during the call: 
1.​ Plan is to start by focusing on the north(west?east?) because 

MOM6 is pretty much available 
2.​ Current ocean/coastal forecasts: Nima has an excel database with 

list of resources available - it would be useful to spend time filling 
that out further, looking into the lit some more on this.  

a.​ Then write a report of what was found 
b.​ Take Nima’s starting point from the original CMEF survey 

on the current forecasts available and then collect info 
about the spatial resolution and additional details 

i.​ Understand what scales the existing forecasts are 
being used - this will be helpful for the downscaling 

ii.​ What region 
iii.​ Taxa 
iv.​ Timescale of forecast 
v.​ Scale and resolution of input data - global or 

regional model 
vi.​ Identify if the forecast is a scientific study or an 

operational forecast 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lx8YqnHxQ4vr3Nf49BIfAuFkGC0Crn3h/edit
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1.​ the question of what is "operational" can be 
really messy so we might be able to 
increase our sample size and avoid 
complexity by including any published 
forecasts in a review  

2.​ What is published as a forecast vs what you 
can actually work with - something that is 
running vs a proof of concept in a paper 

vii.​ Physical forecasts that are available to be used in 
ocean/coastal forecasts 

c.​ Addressing non-stationarity Addressing Non-stationarity NOTES 
i.​ Stock assessment typically use random effects to account for 

non-stationarity process. But random effects are modeled in 1 of 3 ways 
(stationary normal distribution, random walk, and AR1) which are good for 
assessing psat dynamics but not useful for forecasts 

ii.​ Need another way to account for uncertainty and the processes we are 
trying to model 

d.​ Role of AI in CMEF AI in Ecological Forecasting Notes 
i.​ Preparing for a code sprint/hackathon to accelerate the downscaling of 

regional models with AI  
1.​ Code sprint in New Orleans, Nov 17-19 - option for in-person and 

virtual participation 
2.​ Scaling to a Hackathon in Spring 2027. Open ACC Hackathon - 

provides compute and is multidisciplinary to learn from other 
disciplines 
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