
CMEF Terms of Reference​ ​  
 

April 30, 2026 
Attendees n= 15 
Add your name and affiliation/community to the table. Add more lines as needed. 

Your name Your affiliation / community Any ocean ecological forecasting 
news or updates people are 
willing to share? 

Nima Farchadi WHOI / SDSU Attended a workshop hosted by 
Maine Offshore Wind Research 
Consortium to data gaps and 
modeling approaches in forecasting 
groundfish species distributions in 
the GoM 

Jody Peters EFI/U of Notre Dame  

Abby Lewis SERC  

Eric Ward NOAA / NWFSC   

Alex Barth Texas Water Development 
Board 

 

Matt Robertson Marine Institute of Memorial 
University 

 

Christian John UCSB/Moorea Coral Reef 
LTER 

Nothing new 

Johnathan Evanilla Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean 
Sciences (San Diego based) 

 

Kyle Oliveira Bigelow Laboratory/UMaine Nothing new 

Caroline Owens NOAA / NCCOS (contract) Will be at ASLO-SIL mid May if 
anyone wants to meet up 

Hunter Milles SDSU  

David Ford Met Office  

Drew Villeneuve UNH Only a thought: do we want to do 
something as a group proactively for 
this year’s El Nino from an 
ecological forecasting perspective 

Jennifer Paige UC Davis  

Regrets: Allison Patterson 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lx8YqnHxQ4vr3Nf49BIfAuFkGC0Crn3h/edit
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1.​ Ice breaker notes 
a.​ There is a strong El Nino expected to come up and perhaps this group could 

develop an opinion piece or something else 
i.​ NOAA has the heat wave tracker.  
ii.​ Could monitor the productivity. NASA has the Pace sensor for fine scale 

phytoplankton monitoring 
b.​ Upcoming Marine Protected Areas discussion coming up on May 13. See details 

in Slack and Jody will send details in the follow-up email recap 
i.​ Also there will be zoom meetings for the public to weigh in on CA MPA 

changes will be may 5-6 and 19th, info at fgc.ca.gov  
c.​ Jim Holmquist is working on a PEcAn workflow. Reach out to Abby if you are 

interested in connecting with Jim.  
2.​ Metrics of success and CMEF Terms of Reference 

a.​ Summary & updates from CMEF metric of success meeting 
3.​ Breakouts: Project groups 1 year plan of action activity. The goal is to help the groups 

create a path towards the activities being brainstorming 
a.​ Regional ocean forecasts and downscaling 

i.​ Overarching goal - develop framework to test regional downscaling for 
ecological forecasts.  

ii.​ Would love to compare across axes - across regions, taxonomic groups, 
life histories, mobilities - But that would be a lot 

iii.​ So for first step - what ecoforecasts are out there for the marine world 
iv.​ Find out what is available and find out what can be tested 

b.​ Addressing non-stationarity in environmental drivers 
i.​ 3 objectives 

1.​ Methodological advancements - can we do better than RW / AR 
models?  

2.​ Case studies / comparison across regions (length since regime 
change, magnitude of change, possibly MHW focused) 

3.​ Best practice recommendations 
a.​ Methods and downstream choices (dynamic reference 

points) 
b.​ Wonder if this would come out further down the road after 

the other 2 objectives 
c.​ Forecasting to manage invasive species 

i.​ Didn’t meet 
d.​ Role of AI in forecasting species distributions and communities 

i.​ Hackathon - discussed where people want to use AI and what kind of AI 
people are interested in 

ii.​ Also interested in emulation, AI-readiness data 
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