
April 13, 2026 
 
Attendees: Lenny Smith, Jon Borelli, Bilgecan Sen, Andrew Allyn, Alexander Blochel, Jennifer 
Paige, Abby Lewis, Hassan Moustahfid, Shubhi Sharma 
Regrets: Cole Brookson (Sorry, out travelling for a short conference!) 
 
Agenda: 
 

1.​ EFI2026 Conference  
a.​ Reminder: Abstracts are due on Wed, April 15. Submit abstracts here. 
b.​ Prep for the EFI2026 Conference Theory working group call - plan is to focus on 

this for the May call 
 

2.​ Predictability of Nature synthesis updates, reminders, next steps (Bilgecan) 
a.​ Paper outline 
b.​ People will start writing. Does anyone writing need input or are there any 

additional instructions needed? 
c.​ Have draft of introduction that Mike will look over in May 
d.​ Realized predictability - Cole and Andrew working on it 
e.​ Intrinsic predictability - John Foster and Billur Bektas are working on this section 
f.​ Think these 3 sections will be drafted by mid-May 
g.​ Workflow of predictability research section - Bilgecan will work on that before the 

next call 
h.​ Research gaps/opportunities section - has lots of authors who will work 

asynchronously. Working in late April/early May. This is the most important 
section, but think the other sections can be prioritized first 

i.​ Next call - discuss plans for how to edit/review the 1st draft - what the process 
will be 

j.​ Abby asked if Bilgecan could send a reminder email about the tentative 
schedule/deadline 

 
 

3.​ Following up on Lenny’s thoughts about forecast evaluation/scoring 
a.​ Lenny’s thoughts, following up on Simonis et al. 2021, which provides a review 

for ecologists about probabilistic forecast evaluation tools from climatology, 
economics, and epidemiology disciplines 

b.​ Are there insights from physics and economics forecasting that can be applied to 
ecological forecasting 

c.​ Lenny is now on Slack and will have posts questions for the group 
d.​ Looking to evaluate probability forecasts 
e.​ Lenny has a book chapter on chaos 

https://projects.ecoforecast.org/meetings.ecoforecast/
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ecy.3431


f.​ Lenny has a new paper comparing ML and weather forecasting: The Primacy of 
Physical Simulation in the Age of AI: A Critique of ML for Weather Forecasting 

i.​ https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/bams/aop/BAMS-D-25-0214.1/
BAMS-D-25-0214.1.xml 

g.​ From Hassan: 
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-deploys-new-generation-of-ai-driven-gl
obal-weather-models 

h.​ End-to-end data-driven weather prediction 
i.​ https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-025-08897-0 
j.​ GLONET: Mercator's end-to-end neural Global Ocean forecasting system-  

https://arxiv.org/abs/2412.05454 
k.​ https://www.ices.dk/events/asc/2026/Pages/Theme-session-G.aspx 
l.​ If anyone wants to go through the Forecast Challenge to compare metrics 

working with Lenny, he is really interested in this 
m.​ Null models - how well we can represent the information without. What is the 

human null - what would you expect as a person vs what would you expect from 
a random walk 

i.​ Sounds similar to what Josie Hughes is working on to develop an app to 
create forecasts of birds in Canada and to incorporate expert elicitation 
into the forecasts 

ii.​ Hard to get humans to continue to make predictions 
iii.​ Want to dig into is your forecast useful - include managers insight 
iv.​ Information markets is a way to get at this 

 
4.​ Celebrating Shubhi Sharma’s dissertation! 
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