December 5, 2025 Joint DEI/Education Working Group Call

Attendees: Mary Allred, Alyssa Willson, Rachel Torres, Antoinette Abeyta, Jody Peters, Jason McLachlan,
Nievita Bueno Watts
Regrets: Dave Klinges,John Zobitz

1. Poll for January to May calls: https://www.meetingbrew.com/v5se8z
a. Jody will send it out next late next week

2. How is everyone feeling at the end of the semester?
3. Congratulations to everyone who submitted Nat Geo proposals!

4. U of New Mexico Gallup/ Cal Poly Student research presentations today! Noon PT, 3pm ET
a. See details/Zoom link from here

5. Root and Shoot awards for mentor-mentee awards in projects dealing with plants. Student has to be
SACNAS, AISES member.
a. https://rootandshoot.org/2026awards

6. EFI2026 Conference in Toronto on August 4-7.

a. Working Groups: Working Group sessions provide extended time (1/2 day or full day) to work
on specific projects with others in the EFI community. These sessions, open to all conference
participants, will take place on August 4. Working Groups can be related to the standing EFI
Working Groups, other projects, or targeted topics of discussion of interest to the EFI community
that will benefit from dedicated in-person time at the conference.

Submit working group ideas to: https://bit.ly/efi2026-workinggroups
i. Working Group Proposal Doc
1. ldeas from the November call
a. Teach Justice with data and Al - this could be a working group topic
i.  Spend the spring collecting information and then during

conference work on concrete activities and way to incorporate it
into your own teaching

b. Continue the EFI University for All - follow up and identify specific

direction from blog post.

2. Think doing a full day would be good so we can get more participation since
there may be people attending another working group that still want to participate
There is enough to talk about to make it a full day.

4. Jason talked to Sean, he has materials building on design justice activities that
were done previously. Could be part of the day to situate the topic and then have
time for concretely developing next steps

5. Haven’t had an outreach activity around Al before so would be good to have at
the conference.

6. For full day - can we mirror Jason’s environmental justice class

a. Theory of class - intersection of environmental justice, data justice.

w


https://rootandshoot.org/2026awards
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Focus of class - group projects to tackle small idea about a specific
injustice
Have the discussion and set up, then have time to work on specific
projects for a few hours or setting up for working on the next semester
Organizers could come with ideas to jump start the group with something
specific in the afternoon, while still leaving things open for other ideas that
come up

i.  Could think about applications with people in the Edu/DEI working

group or with partners of individuals in the group

Morning - discussion on what has happened since EFI University for all,
design justice, environmental justice and Al
Afternoon - work on specific projects
Go through the examples of types of data that are being collected and
think about the justice issues related to them
Jason - will reach out to Sean after this, then will draft text to run by the

group

b. Workshops: As a community of practice, sharing hands-on knowledge is foundational to EFI.
To advance this goal, we invite workshop submissions for the Conference. Workshops are an
opportunity to provide topical training, tutorials, and demonstrations for the EFI community. You
can find other examples of workshops held at the EFI 2024 and the EFI 2025 conferences.
Workshops are approximately 1-2 hours in length and will be interspersed in the schedule on

August 5-7.

Submit workshop ideas to: https://bit.ly/efi2026-workshops
i. Workshop Proposal Doc

1.

e.

f.

Idea from the November call
a.

Data portrait. Introduce ideas from Data Feminism

i. Being intentional with your data

ii.  Advertise to both people working with data and instructors working

with students

Rachel found this really cool paper about slowness in the age of Al
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42438-025-00554-z
Go through an activity that Antoinette has used in class and have
discussion around it.
Introduce the concept of slow data and the concepts from Data
Feminism, show some students work, and have participants work through
a slow data activity
Rachel and Antoinette will write draft

c. Book club - Jody mentioned this to the CEFI organizing committee asking for their input. Will
follow up with that group in January
i Book/Movie recommendations added to the list of recommendations for the book club

1.

Indigenous Critical Reflections on Traditional Ecological Knowledge -
recommended by Rachel. She is reading it at in a book club at Cal Poly
Humboldt
https://osupress.oregonstate.edu/book/indigenous-critical-reflections-on-tradition

al-ecological-knowledge
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2. The Water Remembers - recommended by Rachel. Read it for the book club at
Cal Poly Humboldt

https://www.amazon.com/Water-Remembers-Indigenous-Familys-Fight/dp/03165
68953

3. Movie: Dahomey - recommended by Jason about repatriation of artefacts to
Benin from France https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dahomey_(film)

7. Update from Mary - she gave a recent presentation at Black Solidarity event using materials and
discussions from the Data Feminisms book club!
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