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Key Dates

Date Activity

November 7, 2024 | Abstract, Workshop, & Working Group submission opens, Travel
Scholarship & Visa request opens

January 22, 2025 Abstract, Workshop, & Working Group submission closes, Travel
Scholarship & Visa request closes

February 14, 2025 | Abstract, Workshop, & Working Group submission acceptance
and Travel Scholarship notifications go out

February 14, 2025 [ Registration and late breaking poster abstract submissions opens

March 14, 2025 Early bird Registration closes

April 14, 2025 Late breaking poster abstract submissions + Registration closes
April 15, 2025 Refunds for cancellations are available until this date
April 21, 2025 Hotel booking closes for those using the Conference block at The

Inn at Virginia Tech

May 19-22, 2025 EFI2025 Conference

Hosts

The Virginia Tech Center for Ecosystem Forecasting (VT-CEF) and the Ecological
Forecasting Initiative Research Coordination Network (EFI-RCN) are hosting the meeting.
VT-CEF is a research center at Virginia Tech dedicated to forecasting research, training,
and applications through the integration of predictive modeling, cyberinfrastructure, and
decision support to understand and manage ecosystems across the globe. EFI-RCN is a
U.S. National Science Foundation-supported project focused on galvanizing the ecological
forecasting community through the use of National Ecological Observatory Network
(NEON) data (DEB-1926388).

Blacksburg, Virginia, USA, is a small college town that is home to Virginia Tech, a major
university with over 38,000 students. Blacksburg is in the Appalachian Mountains and is
surrounded by National Forests and numerous outdoor recreation opportunities (including
being < 2 hour drive from two National Parks). The famous Appalachian Trail (the world's
longest hiking-only trail) is nearby.


https://ecoforecast.centers.vt.edu
https://ecoforecast.org/rcn/
https://ecoforecast.org/rcn/
https://www.vt.edu
https://www.nps.gov/appa/index.htm
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Late Breaking Poster Abstract Submissions

Late-breaking poster abstract submission is open until April 14, 2025. The abstract
submission platform requires a sign-in to Oxford Abstracts at:
https://app.oxfordabstracts.com/stages/76399/submitter.

The abstract form includes sections for:

Title

Abstract (less than 250 words)

Author and co-authors and affiliations

Author approval confirming the submission has been approved by all co-authors
Permission to publish the abstract in the conference electronic media

Topics of the presentation or poster to help Conference organizers group
presentations and posters

Sign-up for undergraduate or graduate students who are a presenting author to
participate in the competition for the EFI Futures Outstanding Student Presentation
Award (details of the Award below and on the EFI| website here)

Sign-up to judge the EFI Futures Outstanding Student Presentation Award (for
non-students)

Anything else the Conference organizers should be aware of

Only one abstract submission per person can be submitted.

We welcome contributions and participants from across the foundations and applications
in ecological forecasting. Here are examples of the themes.

Foundations:

Forecasting with the knowledge, value, and engagement of underrepresented
groups

Co-production and decision-relevant forecasts

Cyberinfrastructure supporting ecological forecasting

Al and statistics in ecological forecasting

Digital twins in ecological forecasting

Predictability across scales

Innovation in ecological forecasting education

Other foundational themes not included in the list above

Applications:

Marine and coastal ecosystems
NEON Forecasting Challenge
Freshwater ecosystems
Biodiversity conservation
Nature-based climate solutions


https://app.oxfordabstracts.com/stages/76399/submitter
https://ecoforecast.org/efi-futures-outstanding-student-presentation-award/
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Disease

Invasive species

Terrestrial ecosystems

Other applications not included in the list above

EFl Futures Outstanding Student Presentation Award

This Award will be given to promote, recognize, and reward an outstanding student
presenter and provide valuable feedback to student presenters on their research and
presentation skills. Students presenting either a Poster or giving an Oral Presentation are
eligible for this award. Prizes will be awarded to one student in the poster category and
one in the oral presentation category. Both students will receive $50 to spend at the EF|

shop.

Students - will be able to sign up to participate in the competition when they submit their
abstract.

Reviewers - individuals who are not students who are willing to review student
presentations and posters will be able to sign up to participate in the Registration Form.

EFI Futures Outstanding Student Presentation Award Criteria
Also see details here.

Presentation and Visuals
1. Are slides (oral presentations), or graphics and layout (poster presentations), clear,
readable, and comprehensible, with the appropriate degree of complexity?
2. Are tables or figures used effectively?
3. Are the main points, conclusions, and interpretations developed and integrated in a
logical fashion?
4. Is the speaker able to articulate the ideas in a clear manner?

Scientific Approach
1. Does the study show originality and creativity?
2. Is related work recognized where appropriate?
3. Does the presenter display knowledge and understanding of the study topic?
4. Are the design and methods appropriate and adequate for the purpose of the
study?
Are statistical procedures and/or computational methods used correctly?
6. Are conclusions based on presented results?

o


https://ecoforecast.org/efi-futures-outstanding-student-presentation-award/
https://ecoforecast.threadless.com/
https://ecoforecast.threadless.com/
https://ecoforecast.org/efi-futures-outstanding-student-presentation-award/#award-criteria
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EFl Student and Early Career Association Lunch

The co-chairs of the EFI Student and Early Career Association (EFISECA) invite students and
post-docs to join a welcome lunch at this year’s EFl Conference on Monday, May 19. Come say
hello, meet other early career ecological forecasters, and learn more about how EFISECA can
support your research and development. Look for an EFISECA placard at different tables to join!

Registration and payment portal

Registration opens on February 14, 2025. Space is limited to 120 participants at EFI 2025
due to conference venue constraints.

Registration costs

Note that conference costs cover meals during the workshop and transportation to/from
Mountain Lake Lodge and Biological Station on Wednesday, May 21.

UPDATE: Due to uncertainty in travel, particularly for our federal partners, we will
keep the early bird registration rate through the full registration period.

Early Bird - March 14 Full - April 14
Regular registration $125 $125
Student registration $50 $50

For non-students for whom the registration fee creates a barrier to participation, contact
info@ecoforecast.org to inquire about a reduced fee.

Cancellation policy

In the case of cancellation, the registration fee can be refunded minus a $30 processing
fee until May 5, 2025. After May 5, registration fee refunds are no longer possible.
Requests should be sent by email to cpeinfo@vt.edu. As an alternative to a refund, you
may send a substitute at no additional cost. Please contact 540-231-5182 or e-mail
cpeinfo@vt.edu to request a substitution. In the unlikely event that this program is
canceled or postponed due to unforeseen circumstances, registration fees will be fully
refunded but Virginia Tech is not responsible for any other expenses, including
cancellation or change charges assessed by airlines, hotels, travel agencies, or other
organizations.



mailto:info@ecoforecast.org
mailto:cpeinfo@vt.edu
mailto:cpeinfo@vt.edu
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EFI stands by a set of principles and practices to foster a welcoming environment for all
EFI activities. Please see the EFI Code of Conduct document that governs all EFI
members, the EFI virtual forums, and participants at EFl-sponsored virtual and in-person
meetings, working groups, and events. If issues arise during the Conference, please see
the two points of contact below or submit issues anonymously using this Incident
Reporting Form.

e Quinn Thomas, Professor, Co-director of Virginia Tech Center for Ecosystem
Forecasting, Research Coordination Network PI, rgthomas@yvt.edu
e Jody Peters, EFI Community Manager, peters.63@nd.edu

Communication: Conference Webapp & Slack

Prior to the Conference, all the Conference participants will be granted access to sign in to
the Conference webapp, which will be accessible from the Conference webpage. This will
allow Conference participants to get easy access to the Conference program and
information, allow the Organizing Committee to share Conference announcements and
allow Conference participants to connect with other Conference attendees.

Prior to the Conference, we will also provide access to the Conference Slack channel on
the EFI Slack group to facilitate communications and allow participants to connect.

Meeting logistics

Traveling to Blacksburg and Virginia Tech

Please see the following information for traveling to Virginia Tech:
https://www.vt.edu/maps/directions.html

If you are departing from metro areas on the east coast of the U.S., you can find options
for sustainable transportation from select states at:
https://getaround.vt.edu/getting-to-vt/regional-and-long-distance-travel.html

Roanoke Airport to Blacksburg Travel

The Smartway Bus operates between Blacksburg and Roanoke only on Monday-Friday,
so it is only a conference departure option. For individuals flying in on Sunday, May
18, we will coordinate shuttles between the Roanoke airport and The Inn at Virginia Tech.
We will also provide guidance for which Smartway Bus to take for return travel from
Blacksburg to the Roanoke airport after the conference.



https://ecoforecast.org/efi-code-of-conduct/
https://forms.gle/CML2u6ur1sPb8ezJ6
https://forms.gle/CML2u6ur1sPb8ezJ6
mailto:rqthomas@vt.edu
mailto:peters.63@nd.edu
https://www.vt.edu/maps/directions.html
https://getaround.vt.edu/getting-to-vt/regional-and-long-distance-travel.html
https://smartwaybus.com/smartway.html
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Fill out this form by Wednesday, May 7 if you are interested in
getting the shuttle from Roanoak to Virginia Tech
https://bit.ly/efi2025-airport-shuttle

If your flight was booked through the AAA, the Travel Agency Virginia Tech works with, you
do not need to fill out the form; we have your flight information.

If you fill out the form, we will follow up with details about getting the May 18 airport shuttle.

Alternative Travel Options from the Airport: Uber/Lyft from Roanoke to Virginia Tech
costs approximately $75.

Smartway Bus Return Trip: Getting from Blacksburg to the Roanoke airport

The Smartway Bus takes about one hour and departs just a 5-minute walk away from the Inn.

Board the bus at Maroon Loop #1
Bus schedule: https://www.valleymetro.com/services/smart-way-services

Use the vmgoapp available on both android and I0S, or at vimgoapp.com, to live-track the buses
and see the passenger load.

You will need $4 USD cash for the bus (they don’t give change, so bring four dollar bills with
you).
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https://www.valleymetro.com/services/smart-way-services
http://vmgoapp.com/
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Hotel

We have reserved a room block for the Conference at the Inn at Virginia Tech. The hotel is
in the same building as the conference. The deadline for booking rooms through the room
block is April 21, 2024.

To receive the room block rate, use this link to book your rooms.
https://be.synxis.com/?Hotel=32532&Chain=5388&arrive=2025-05-18&depart=2025-05-22

&adult=1&child=0&group=EC00525

Other hotels may be available in Blacksburg if the room block and Inn are filled.

Weather in Blacksburg

Blacksburg in the mountains of Virginia at ~2000 ft (630 m) elevation. Daily temperatures
typically range from 48 to 72 °F (15.7 - 22.2°C) in May. We will be traveling to Mountain
Lake Biological Station (~25 minutes from Blacksburg) that is at 4000 ft (1219 m)
elevation, where temperatures are ~5-10°F (2.7 - 5.5°C) degrees cooler.

Meeting venue

The Inn at Virginia Tech
The Conference will take place at The Inn at Virginia Tech, located at 901 Prices Fork
Road, Blacksburg, Virginia 24061.

See the list and a map of amenities near The Inn below. You can also see them saved as a
Google map list here: https://maps.app.goo.gl/UDSjWHebXLmhoFYw7



https://be.synxis.com/?Hotel=32532&Chain=5388&arrive=2025-05-18&depart=2025-05-22&adult=1&child=0&group=ECO0525
https://be.synxis.com/?Hotel=32532&Chain=5388&arrive=2025-05-18&depart=2025-05-22&adult=1&child=0&group=ECO0525
https://www.google.com/maps/@37.2146176,-80.4192256,20339m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTAyMi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.neonscience.org/field-sites/mlbs
https://www.neonscience.org/field-sites/mlbs
https://www.innatvirginiatech.com/stay
https://maps.app.goo.gl/UDSjWHebXLmhoFYw7
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Name Service Walk Time
(minutes)
Preston’s Restaurant (at The Inn) fine dining 0
Continental Divide Lounge (at The Inn) | drinks, lite fare 0
CVS pharmacy 7
Roots Natural Kitchen salads, grain bowls 7
Mezah mediterranean grill 7
Panera moderate fare 8
Starbucks coffee & lite fare 9
Kroger grocery + pharmacy 9
Maroon Door restaurant & bar 22
Smartway Bus (84 cash) departure 11
transportation
Mountain Lake Lodge conference activities transportation
on May 21 provided
Mountain Lake Biological Station conference activities transportation
on May 21 provided

10
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Mountain Lake

On the afternoon and evening of May 21, the Conference will take place at Mountain Lake
Lodge, a short 25-minute bus ride from Virginia Tech. Transportation will be provided.
Participants will have the option to use the afternoon to network with other conference
participants through a hike, discussions on the grounds of the historical Mountain Lake
Lodge, and/or a tour of the National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON) Mountain
Lake Biological Stations (MLBS) site.

Dinner will be held at the Lodge.

For movie buffs, Mountain Lake Lodge is where the classic movie “Dirty Dancing” was
filmed.

Accessibility

The Inn and Mountain Lake Lodge have accessible features (e.g., accessible bathrooms,
wide doorways and aisles) for those who may be in a wheelchair or have other mobility
impairments. The conference meeting rooms are either on the entrance floor which is
accessible via the entrance ramp or on the ground floor which is accessible via the
elevator. There will be designated areas for resting and breastfeeding at the conference
venue. Please let us know in the registration form if you have other accessibility needs.

Food

Breakfast, lunch, and dinner will be provided to all Conference attendees. Dietary needs
will be collected during the registration process and food options will be provided
accordingly.

11


https://www.mtnlakelodge.com
https://www.mtnlakelodge.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dirty_Dancing

Things to do in Blacksburg and more information

Here is list of things to do in and around Blacksburg:
https://www.innatvirginiatech.com/explore/things-to-do

Additional ideas:

Here is a list of hikes in the Virginia Tech area
World-class mountain biking is located nearby on Brush Mountain, Pandapas Pond,
and Carvins’ Cove recreational area.

e Blacksburg has multiple disc golf courses and is ranked as one of the best disc golf
destinations in Virginia.

e The New River, ironically one of the oldest rivers in the world, flows nearby and
provides excellent opportunities for floating and fishing.

e \irginia Tech’s baseball team and/or softball team may have games on the
weekend before the meeting.

e The New River Gorge National Park is less than a 2-hour drive away.

e For attendees interested in seeing the U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C., is accessible
by train, bus, or a 4-hour drive.

Land Acknowledgement and Labor Recognition

Virginia Tech acknowledges that we live and work on the Tutelo / Monacan People’s
homeland, and we recognize their continued relationships with their lands and waterways.
We further acknowledge that the Morrill Land-Grant College Act (1862) enabled the
Commonwealth of Virginia to finance and found Virginia Tech through the forced removal
of Native Nations from their lands in California and other areas in the West.

Virginia Tech acknowledges that its Blacksburg campus sits partly on land that was
previously the site of the Smithfield and Solitude Plantations, owned by members of the
Preston family. Between the 1770s and the 1860s, the Prestons and other local White
families that owned parcels of what became Virginia Tech also owned hundreds of
enslaved people. Enslaved Black people generated resources that financed Virginia Tech’s
predecessor institution, the Preston and Olin Institute, and they also worked on the
construction of its building.

We are looking forward to meeting you all in
Blacksburg in May 2025!

12


https://www.innatvirginiatech.com/explore/things-to-do
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13T9kwmleiO2SxsexfVyMeBMIW-Tk6K6-9hjB_nnqSOs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.newriverlandtrust.org/brush-mountain-park
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/gwj/recreation/recarea/?recid=73877&actid=24
https://roanokeoutside.com/land/carvins-cove-nature-reserve/
https://udisc.com/places/blacksburg-va
https://dwr.virginia.gov/waterbody/new-river/
https://hokiesports.com/sports/baseball
https://hokiesports.com/sports/softball
https://www.nps.gov/neri/index.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
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